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Organization of the Eleventh-century Borough, (i) Where
the borough was part of a lord's estate it differed little from any
other township. The burgesses paid other dues than labour
on the lord's demesne but whatever they paid they paid to him,
and he was their lord, just as he was to his rural tenants. He
was said to ' hold ' the borough.

A WALLKD TOWN.   An early plan of Hull.

(2) But then* were boroughs that did not belong to any one
lord, and to a certain extent the burgesses of such boroughs
managed their own affairs. The king's clues and rents were
collected by the prepositus or reeve and handed over lo the
official who farmed them. For the, king usually rented his clues
for a fixed sum to some one, who took his chance of getting
less or possibly more from the burgesses. This fanner of the king's
dues was often the sheriff of the county, though, even at this
early period, wo find one town itself farming its rents and dues
direct from the king ; this precocious town was Northampton.
The Reevo of the town was its leader, but he? was subordinate to